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RURAL 


Annual  Report  for  1921 

by  the 

Medical  Officer*  of  Health. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Council, 

Gentlemen, 

The  annual  report  this  year  is  drawn  up  in  accordance 
Avith  a schedule  issued  by  the  Ministry  of  Health  : — 


General  Statistics. 

Area  (acres),  22,049. 

Population  (Census)  3,674. 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  1,042  1 at  the  time 

Number  of  separate  families  or  separate  V of  the 
occupiers  991  j Census. 

Rateable  value  £24,298. 

Penny  rate  brings  in  £75. 


Vital  Statistics. 


Population  on  which  statistics  are  based  3,60C 

Births,  legitimate..'....  59  ) Birth-rate 

illegitimate  ...  1 ) Uirtti-rate 

Deaths  58.  Death-rate 


16-6. 

161. 


Deaths  of  Infants  under  one  year  per  1,000  births. 
Legitimate  3.  Infant  mortality  50. 


Tliere  were  no  deaths  from  Measles,  Scarlet  Fever, 
Whooping  Congh,  Diphtheria,  or  Diarrhoea. 

The  statistics  are  not  quite  so  good  as  last  year.  It  will 
be  seen  that  if  it  had  not  been  for  the  low  infant  mortality, 
the  deaths  would  have  exceeded  the  births.  This  is  not  a 
sound  position  to  be  in. 


Notifiable  Diseases. 

The  following  diseases  were  notified  : — 

Scarlet  Fever  ...  ...  ...  9 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  ...  5 

Non-pulmonary  Tuberculosis  1 
Broncho- Pneumonia  and 

Pneumonia'  ...  ...  7 

Erysipelas  ...  ...  ...  1 

German  Measles  ...  ...  3 

These  were  mostly  isolated  cases,  and  the  record  is 
satisfactory  except  for  tuberculosis. 

No  cases  of  Opthalmia  Neuratorium  were  notified. 

The  Scarlet  Fever  cases  were  all  removed  to  Hospital. 


Sanitary  Administration. 

Summary  of  the  work  of  the  Inspector,  Mr.  Casstles. 


Visits  and  Inspection  of  Cottages 

... 

256 

Visits  to  Infectious  Cases 

... 

31 

„ Water  Supplies 

... 

34 

„ Dirty  Houses 

... 

2 

„ Privies,  W.C.’s,  &c.  ... 

... 

14 

,,  Ditches,  Drains,  and  Cesspools... 

... 

74 

„ Cowsheds,  Dairies,  and  Slaughter-houses 

38 

„ Schools 

... 

12 

„ Bakehouses  and  Workshops 

... 

24 

485 

Number  of  Nuisances  discovered 

...  ... 

45 

„ , . T f Intimatory 

„ Notices  served  | 

... 

37 

2 

,,  Nuisances  Abated  ... 

... 

37 

Dairies  and  Cowsheds  No.  on  Register  18 

Inspections 

23 

Slaughter  Houses  ...  ,,  „ 4 

9) 

15 

Bakehouses  ...  ,,  ^ 7 

99 

14 

Factories  and  Workshops  Act,  1901. 


Number  on  Eegister  ... 
Nuisances  Discovered 
Number  of  Premises  Disinfected 
Number  of  Certificates  issued 
Samples  of  Water  taken 
Samples  of  Milk  taken 


...  37 

3 Remedied  ...  3 

...  13 

. • • • • • • • • • O 

...  2 both  good 

...  ...  1 polluted 


Housing. 

Number  of  New  Houses  erected  during  the  year 

(a)  Total  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

(b)  As  part  of  the  Council  Housing  Scheme  ...  0 

1 Unfit  Dwelling  Houses 

Number  inspected  for  defects  ...  ...  ...  256 

2 Number  inspected  under  Housing  (Inspection  of  District) 

Regulations  of  1910  ...  ...  ...  92 

3 Number  found  to  be  in  a state  so  dangerous  or  injurious 

to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for  human  habitation  ...  6 

4 Number  found  not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit 

for  human  habitation  ...  ...  ...  18 

5.  Remedy  of  defective  dwelling  houses  without  formal 

notice  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  13 

6.  Proceedings  under  Section  28  H.T.P.  Act  of  1919.  ...  0 

7.  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts. 

1 Number  of  houses  in  respect  of  which  notices  were 

served  requiring  defects  to  be  remedied  ...  12 

2 Number  in  which  defects  were  remedied — 

(a)  By  Owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  18 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  ...  nil 

8.  Proceedings  under  Sections  17  and  18  of  the  H.T.P. 

Act,  1909  ...  ...  ...  ...  nil 

Water  Supplies. 

Daring  the  year  there  has  been  a great  shortage  of 
water  in  the  District.  The  shallow  wells,  upon  which  most 
of  the  villages  rely,  gave  out,  and  even  the  ponds  dried  up. 
Where  it  is  possible  tlie  Council  is  trying  to  remedy  this, 
but  the  charge  on  the  Parish  in  the  higher  land  which 
would  be  necessary,  in  order  to  get  a proper  supply,  makes 
it  really  prohibitive. 


The  Council  has  given  much  attention  to  its  Housing 
Scheme  during  the  year.  It  is  very  sad  that  some  of  the 
scheme  has  had  to  be  given  up.  No  improvement  in  village 
life  can  be  expected  until  housing  conditions  are  improved, 
and  improvement  is  urgently  needed. 


School  Examinations. 

143  children  were  examined,  and  the  following  defects 


were  found  : — 

Unclean  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  33 

Malnutrition  ...  ...  ...  ...  13 

Decayed  Teeth  ...  ...  ...  ...  74 

Enlarged  Tonsils  and  Adenoids  ...  ...  73 

Unvaccinated  ...  ...  ...  ...  62 

Defective  Eyesight  ...,  •••  ...  ...  15 

Eickets  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Other  Defects  ...  ...  ...  ...  39 


I remain, 

Yours  faithfully, 

NORMAN  MACFADYEN, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


WARREN  BROS.,  PRINTERS,  ROYSTON. 


